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Newsletter of Parents, Families, & Friends of Lesbians and Gays, Fort Worth Chapter, P.O. Box 8279, Fort Worth, TX 76124. Published monthly except January.

MISSION: Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians and Gays promotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender persons, their families and friends through support, to cope with an adverse society; education, to enlighten an
ill-informed public; and advocacy, to end discrimination and secure equal civil rights. PFLAG provides opportunity for dialogue
about sexual orientation, and acts to create a society that is healthy and respectful of human diversity.

PFLAG Fort Worth Meetings
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, and with your
health and safety in mind, PFLAG Fort Worth
has suspended all of its in person meetings/
events, until health experts determine it is safe
to resume. We are holding virtual Zoom
meetings; please email farmsrock54@gmail.com
if you would like to receive an invitation to
attend. As always, please stay safe, and keep in
touch with us through our website, email,
phone, Facebook, and Twitter.

February Dates to Remember
02/04 PFLAG Fort Worth Monthly Meeting VIRTUAL
Food & Fun Confab
Page 5
02/11 PFLAG Dallas Monthly Meeting
*
02/22 Supper Club for Samaritan House Page 4
02/28 Trans Support Group
VIRTUAL

CORONAVIRUS UPDATES
Equality Texas’ list of resources for the LGBTQ
community continues to evolve. Please check this
out if you are in need of assistance.
Read more: COVID-19 Resources
For specific restrictions, regulations, and assistance relating to
COVID-19 in North Texas try these links -

State of Texas: https://texas.gov/#covid19
Dallas County: https://www.dallascounty.org/covid19/
Tarrant County: https://www.tarrantcounty.com/en/
county/tarrant-county-covid-19-information.html
City of Dallas: https://dallascityhall.com/Pages/
Corona-Virus.aspx
City of Arlington: https://www.arlingtontx.gov/
coronavirus
City of Fort Worth: https://fortworthtexas.gov/
COVID-19/

For Virtual events, please EMAIL for invitation/
instructions farmsrock54@gmail.com

*For PFLAG Dallas events, please register on website - pflagdallas.org or on Facebook.

PFLAG FORT WORTH INFOMATION
Meetings: First Thursday of each month at 6:45 p.m.
*Virtual Meetings until further notice (see above)*
First Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church
1959 Sandy Lane, Fort Worth, TX 76112-5412
PFLAG/FW is not directly affiliated with any religious group.

Website: http://pflagfortworth.org
National Website: http://www.pflag.org
Newsletter: Carrie Hinze, Editor For change of address,
advertising, or news to share, contact txtomx@yahoo.com
with PFLAG in the subject line, please.

Our contact phone number is: 817.382.7353

Please EMAIL Nancy for instructions and
Invitation at farmsrock54@gmail.com
Our email : info@pflagfortworth.org
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A Loving Tribute to Gary Allan Randall
September 12, 1947 - November 9, 2020 by Sharon Salih
————————————————————————————

Fort Worth, Texas - On Nov. 9, 2020, Gary Allan Randall
succumbed to pneumonia and Covid-19, ending a long
battle with COPD. Five years on oxygen only slowed him
down. It did not end his singing until the last year. He
persevered with grace and good humor to the end.
Gary was born in Norway, Michigan, to parents Ronald
and Betty Randall, and attended schools in Lansing and
Detroit. Immediately after graduation from high school in
1967, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. He spent two
tours in Vietnam during his enlistment and ended his
service at Plattsburg Air Force Base in New York. Gary
entered Eastern Michigan University at Ypsilanti and
studied a range of subjects from astronomy to geology,
geography and climate science, becoming a lifelong
learner.
Following his love of music, he joined a friend who was
already performing. The group added more members,
calling themselves Group Therapy and Free and Easy,
spending more than a decade playing music and forming
lifelong friendships.
During the years of music making Gary lived in Dexter
and Ann Arbor Michigan. In 1988 after completing a
degree in electronics, he moved to Texas, following his
parents and siblings, and worked in the field of
electronics research and development until retirement.
Gary was generous with his time, volunteering over the
years for AIDS Outreach Center in Fort Worth, supporting
PFLAG Fort Worth and participating in Westside
Unitarian Universalist Church's monthly Samaritan House
Supper Club dinner. He was always available to help out
with the Scouting activities of his nephews, Grant Weaner
and Wyatt Randall, on their road to Eagle Scout.
Music filled his life - to sing was to be the music. His
encyclopedic memory of lyrics provided a statement for
every occasion and his musical tastes spanned many
genres of music. He was a member of the Arlington Good
Times Chorus in the early 1990's and later sang with a
small performing group known as the Metronotes. In
2008 he joined the Gold Tones Chorus which primarily
entertained at retirement communities around the
Metroplex. He joined Resounding Harmony in Dallas, a
philanthropic chorus that donated all proceeds of their
concerts to charity. In 2015-2016 he was chosen Member
of the Year. He also sang in the Westside Unitarian
Universalist church choir. (continued in next column)

First Jefferson
Unitarian Universalist Church
Affirming the inherent worth and dignity of all human beings.

A Loving Tribute to Gary Allan Randall (continued)
Gary was a loving partner, companion, brother and
friend. He never met a stranger - wherever he stopped
along the way was an opportunity to connect with another
human being. His generous heart was always willing to
share what he had, and sharing was not limited to
humans. His cat karma was legendary – they all found
him. There must have been a secret cat note by the door
– "you'll be welcome here". His place can never be filled
in the hearts of his family and friends.
Gary leaves behind his wife and partner of 28 years,
Sharon Salih, her son, David Salih, and daughter, Julie
Ledford, and granddaughter, Elise Ledford, sister Marcia
Gjundjek and husband Alan, sister Nancy Weaner and
husband Gale, brother David Randall and wife Libby, and
sister Melissa Randall. He is also survived by nieces Amy
Dulan, Jill Smith, Mandy Mauro, Sofia Graham and
Amanda Flores, nephews Grant Weaner, Wyatt Randall
and William Trousdale, and grandniece Kylie Bowen.
A celebration of his life has been postponed due to
Covid 19 restrictions. Memorial gifts may be made to
PFLAG Fort Worth, AOC.org, Samaritan House, or
Westside Unitarian Universalist Church's Endowment
Fund. https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/dfw/
obituary.aspx?n=gary-randall&pid=197458399

————————————————————————

President Biden Issues Most Substantive, WideRanging LGBTQ Executive Order in U.S. History!
“Today, millions of Americans can breathe a sigh of relief
knowing that their President and their government believe
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender
identity is not only intolerable but illegal.” Read more here
and Read more here.

Biden Inaguration = New Day for LGBTQ

“For the LGBTQ community, the Biden inauguration
represented change after four years of the Trump
administration, which instituted anti-LGBTQ policies such
as a transgender military ban, refusal to enforce civil
rights laws to protect LGBTQ people and green-lighting
anti-LGBTQ discrimination in the name of “religious
freedom.” Read more here.

Rachel Levine Tapped to Become First Out
Transgender Senate-Confirmed Official

Levine was chosen for the senior health role, which is
the No. 3 leadership position at the Department of Health
& Human Services...Biden hailed Levine in a statement
announcing her nomination, which builds on several
openly LGBTQ appointments, including Pete Buttigieg as
transportation secretary and Ned Price as State
Department spokesperson. Read more here

Sunday Services at 11:00 a.m.
1959 Sandy Lane,
Fort Worth, Texas 76112
817 - 451 - 1505
www.firstjefferson.org

Our contact phone number is: 817.382.7353

Our email : info@pflagfortworth.org
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Transgender Visibility

Progress Texas, “Democracy is like a muscle”

Trans Deaths in 2021

Sadly, 2021 is already off to a foreboding start as a
trans woman in Chicago and a trans man in Puerto Rico
were shot and killed in early January. Read more here

“Democracy is like a muscle - you have to exercise it to
keep it healthy. And to build a strong and more inclusive
Texas, our work continues.” …Progress Texas goes
through every bill filled in the 2021 Texas Legislative
Session. Some are good, some are bad, and others are
downright ugly.” Read more here

Texas Monthly - “Something Has to Change”

2021 Equality Texas—Legislative Agenda

Legislative Tracker: Anti-Trans Legislation

“Many Texans don’t know that LGBTQ people can
legally be fired, refused housing, or denied services
simply because of who we are. This is inequitable,
unkind, and unacceptable...The only way to achieve the
freedom for LGBTQ people to live, work, earn a living,
raise our families, and contribute fully to our communities
is to pass a comprehensive, statewide nondiscrimination
law to protect all people, including LGBTQ people.” Read
more

In the months after Merci Mack’s murder, Dallas’s trans
community has expanded their organizing efforts.
Meanwhile, the Lege is set to consider expansion of the
state’s protections against discrimination.Read more here
During the 2021 legislative session dozens of states will
consider legislation related to LGBTQ discrimination.
Some bills will seek to advance the comprehensive
nondiscrimination laws that LGBTQ people so sorely
need, while others will almost certainly attempt to single
out and target LGBTQ people for unfair and unequal
treatment. Read more here

Equality Federation—Anti-Trans Bills

Many lawmakers continue to threaten the livelihoods of
transgender people and their families...More recently,
we’re seeing lawmakers target transgender youth by
trying to retract access to affirming healthcare, sports,
and facilities that match their gender. Discriminatory
efforts like these make the journeys of young people
more difficult than it needs to be. Read more here

Trans Deaths in 2020

“Sadly, 2020 has already seen at least 44 transgender
or gender non-conforming people fatally shot or killed by
other violent means, the majority of which were Black and
Latinx transgender women. We say at least because too
often these stories go unreported -- or misreported. Since
HRC began tracking this data in 2013, advocates have
never seen such a high number at this point in the
year.” (December 25, 2020) Read more here

Trans Youth Targeted In Montana

“While the LGBTQ community and the most
marginalized among us --transgender youth-- are facing
the economic hardships and health disparities of
COVID-19, the Montana lawmakers are continuing efforts
to pass anti-transgender legislation.” Read more here

Lawsuit on Behalf of Trans in GA Prisons

After a historic legal settlement over abusive conditions
facing incarcerated transgender people in Georgia
prisons, Ashley Diamond, a Black transgender woman,
re-entered the Georgia Department of Corrections (GDC)
in 2019 only to encounter similar unconstitutional
conditions, sparking a lawsuit on her behalf by the
Southern Poverty Law Center and the Center for
Constitutional Rights. Read more here

Resource for Trans, Non-Binary, and Gender
Queer Students TxTransKids.org

———————————————————————————-

Translifeline

Texas Lege 2021: Attack Against Trans Kids
In the newest attempt to erode support for equal rights
in Texas, Representative Steve Toth and Senator
Charles Perry are directly targeting transgender
youth, putting them under a harmful spotlight in two
pieces of dangerous legislation. Read more here

HRC Files Amicus Brief in Support of Texas
LGBTQ Workers
The Human Rights Campaign filed a brief as amicus
curaie, or “friend of the court,” to the Texas 5th Circuit
Court of Appeals. The case, Tarrant County Community
College v. Sims, addresses the scope of protections
against discrimination for LGBTQ workers under Texas
state law. HRC is represented on the brief and in oral
argument by Winston & Strawn LLP. Read more here

Starbucks’ History of LGBTQ Inclusion

For more than three decades, Starbucks has been
committed to building a culture where all are welcome,
standing as an ally to the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer community. Look at Starbucks’
LGBTQ+ support and advocacy. Read more here

Trans School a First in Bangladesh

Bangladesh's first trans school ignites hope for
acceptance...The Dawatul Quran Third Sex Madrassa
opened in November, for once offering Bangladesh's
Hijra community an education that they never had access
to and the first step toward respectability. Read more
here

It Gets Better Project

The It Gets Better Project envisions a world where all
LGBTQ+ youth are free to live equally and know their
worthiness and power as individuals. It Gets Better has
evolved into a major, multi-media platform capable of
reaching millions of young people every year through
inspiring media programming, a growing network of
international affiliates, and access to an arsenal of
community-based service providers. Read more here

877.565.8860
*Creator: nadia_bormotova | Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

Our contact phone number is: 817.382.7353

Our email : info@pflagfortworth.org
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PFLAG FORT WORTH
ON PAYPAL

In Praise of Those Who Resist Temptation

“The job of elected officials is to tell people the truth.

Even when they want to hear lies…The statements in
Congress this week struck me as the worst manifestation
I have ever seen of the politician’s great temptation…
What makes it so bad is that the stakes are so high,
because we have reached the edge of a cliff where the
only way to continue avoiding the truth is to overthrow
our system of government.” Read more here

There are now two ways to interact with PFLAG
Fort Worth through PayPal!
To make a one time donation:
paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2047249

Dolly Parton Tells Christians—Stop Judging

If you have Questions or trouble with the link,
please contact Nancy at farmsrock54@gmail.com.

Teen Sensation JoJo Siwa Comes Out and
Changes the World for LGBTQ Youth

To set up a recurring membership, go to our
website, pflagfortworth.org. Click on the Membership tab on the
top, then choose the level of membership you want. Complete
the process through PayPal (if you don’t have a PayPal
account, it’s free and easy to set up), and voila you’re all set!
The advantage to doing it online is you won’t have to
remember to renew every year! Questions? Email Nancy at
farmsrock54@gmail.com.

Dolly Parton says, “I keep saying, ‘If you’re the fine
Christian that you think you are, why are you judging
people? That’s God’s job,” she explained. “We’re not
God, we’re not judges, we’re supposed to love one
another, we’re supposed to not judge.” Read more here

One of the biggest stars to children everywhere, JoJo
Siwa, came out as gay by sharing a gift t-shirt from her
cousin. Read more here and read more here

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Share the LOVE
Share the SMILES

Transgender Teen Supported After Attack

A thousand people turned out to support a transgender
teen who was attacked at school in British Columbia,
Canada. Read more here

1st Lady Dr. Jill Biden Supports LGBT+

Jill Biden “brings to the role of First Lady an air of
warmth, dignity and compassion, signaling to queer
Americans that for the first time in four years, they have a
genuine ally at the president’s side...She made her
support loud and clear through a campaign trail peppered
with LGBT-focused events, but her relationship with the
LGBT+ community goes back further.” Read more here

SPLC—New Challenges and Opportunities

The Southern Poverty Law Center is “pursuing reforms
to promote nondiscriminatory school discipline and
reinstate broad federal anti-discrimination protections for
LGBTQ people. And among other recommendations,
we’re urging federal incentives for states to revise school
funding formulas to ensure equitable education for
students.” Read more here

Sign up for email distribution of the newsletter!
Get more than just the newsletter — a select number of
action alerts and important bulletins from PFLAG and
other equal rights advocacy organizations.

Did you know that you can shop online and support
PFLAG Fort Worth at the same time? Simply log in to
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/75-2472648, confirm that
you want to make PFLAG Fort Worth your preferred
charity, and SHOP!
There’s no cost to you, and it’s anonymous - we do
not see any purchase information. Bookmark your
smile.amazon.com link on every device and you are
good to go. Not sure how to get this set up? Email
Nancy at farmsrock54@gmail.com for specific steps.
Thank You!

Looking for a Way to Help?
WHO: PFLAG Fort Worth’s Samaritan House
Supper Club
WHAT: Serve Dinner to Samaritan House residents
You can also make a dish to contribute if you can’t
make it
WHEN: Fourth Mondays, 5:30 - 6:30 pm
WHERE: Samaritan House, 929 Hemphill St, Fort
Worth, 76104
WHY: Because it makes a Difference
Interested? Please contact Lisa at 817-382-7353

PFLAG FORT WORTH ON SOCIAL MEDIA

We are All Digital now! Go Green!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/pflagfortworth/

Contact Nancy at farmsrock54@gmail.com

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @pflagftworth

Our contact phone number is: 817.382.7353

Our email : info@pflagfortworth.org

(Continued on page #5)
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Want more PFLAG time?
Join us at our
Food & Fun Confab Social Meeting
Monthly on the second Tuesday 6:30 pm
Shaw's Patio Bar & Grill,
1051 W Magnolia Ave, Fort Worth, TX 76104
Next event TBD
Due to COVID-19

Reverend Frieda Gillespie

Stay Tuned!!!

To our PFLAG Fort Worth
Members and Friends

(Continued from page 4)

The PFLAG mission of support, education, and advocacy is
as vital as ever. We are asking you to continue your support
by renewing your membership, joining us, and/or donating to
PFLAG Fort Worth so we can fulfill our mission. Despite a
growing acceptance of diversity in our society we are all too
aware of hostility and worse toward LGBTQ persons.
Please help PFLAG to keep working toward the society we
want; where people are informed, rights are protected, and
families find care and understanding.
Among the ways we served our mission in the 2019-2020
year:
• Speaking to Fort Worth Public Schools teachers/counselors
and administrators to advance equality
• Offering a speaker meeting and having a support group on
the 1st Thursday of every month at First Jefferson UU
Church in Fort Worth.
• Providing dinner for up to 50 residents at our monthly
Supper Club at the Samaritan House in Fort Worth.
• Making Christmas stockings for the children living in
Samaritan House family apartments, donating money
Toward Halloween costumes, and tutoring residents.
• Proudly marching in the Fort Worth and Dallas Pride
parades. Staffed a Booth at the Fort Worth Festival and
Picnic.

•

Briefing employees at several businesses, universities, and
federal agencies on our mission of advocacy, support and
• education.
• Partnering with the TCU Education Department and TCC to
share PFLAG’s mission.
• Offering a Trans Support Group in partnership with St.
Stephens’s Episcopal Church in Hurst TX.
GOALS for 2020-2021:
• Offer a scholarship to graduating seniors of LGBTQ
SAVES
• Develop ways to become more visible to those who need
us and don’t know we’re here.
• Send an officer to the PFLAG National Conference .
• Continue advocating for the LGBTQ community with
businesses, educators, and families.
Everything we undertake has a financial outlay for materials,
space, publicity, fees, insurance, printing, etc., and, proudly, the
goal for scholarship awards. We are making a difference and
need you with us. Help PFLAG Fort Worth move equality
forward during our October 2020-September 2021 year.
Please support PFLAG Fort Worth with your generosity and
commitment to our mission of support, education, and
advocacy. Join us! Renew! Donate!
If you have already renewed, THANK YOU!!

Membership Application
 Individual

$

25

Date

 Family

$

45

Name

 Sustaining Member

$

100

 Benefactor/Life

$

500

Address
City

Make checks payable to:

PFLAG/Fort Worth

Mail to:

P.O. Box 8279
Fort Worth TX 76124
RENEWAL ____

NEW ____

State

Zip

Phone
Email

You can also set up a recurring membership on our website!!

Our contact phone number is: 817.382.7353

Our email : info@pflagfortworth.org

